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BMW TEAM RLL: PETIT LE MANS PREVIEW
Woodcliff Lake, N.J. – September 26, 2011… With the American Le Mans Series GT
Team and Driver championships secured at Laguna Seca on Sept. 17th, BMW Team RLL
has three goals set for the 14th annual Petit Le Mans this weekend. The team has set its
sights on winning a second consecutive GT Manufacturer title, moving drivers Bill
Auberlen and Dirk Werner to second place in the driver point standings and winning the
Dunlop Tire Manufacturer’s championship.
The 1000-mile race also serves as the penultimate round of the Intercontinental Le Mans
Cup where BMW Team RLL will represent BMW Motorsport for a second time this
season. The first was the 12 Hours of Sebring where the team finished first and second with
the same six-driver lineup that will pilot the potent BMW M3 GTs this weekend.
Joey Hand, Dirk Mϋller and Andy Priaulx will co-drive the No. 56 M3 GT. Hand, Mϋller
and Priaulx won the 12 Hours of Sebring with Hand and Mϋller winning the next two
rounds at Long Beach and Lime Rock Park. Three more podium finishes in the next five
rounds allowed Hand and Mϋller to clinch the Driver’s title at Laguna Seca with a second
place finish.
Bill Auberlen and Dirk Werner will be joined in the No. 55 M3 by Augusto Farfus. The trio
finished second at the 12 Hours of Sebring with Auberlen and Werner finishing on the
podium three more times in the next seven rounds. Auberlen and Werner stand third in
ALMS driver points, only nine points in behind, and with a strong Petit Le Mans finish
could move to second place.
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“BMW Team RLL is extremely pleased to have clinched the driver and team
championships, but there is more work to be done to win championships for BMW and
Dunlop,” said Bobby Rahal, Team Principal. “We intend to go all out in pursuit of those
titles as well. But championships aside, to win Petit Le Mans would be a major
accomplishment for us and our drivers. This is a grueling race on the team and the car and
we need to manage ourselves so that we can be in the hunt at the end.”
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Bill Auberlen, driver No. 55 M3 GT - “Petit Le Mans has mixed emotions for me. I am
pumped up because it’s one of the world’s great endurance races, but it’s also the last race
of the year and no racing driver wants the season to end. Joey and Dirk have clinched the
Driver and Team championships, but this team has two more championships to nail down.”
Dirk Werner, driver No. 55 M3 GT –“I am really looking forward to the season’s finale.
Of course, we want to add the manufacturer’s championship. We expect it to be a hard
race, due to the long distance and the high number of starters. Bill and I are still keen to
celebrate our first victory of the season, so I am highly motivated. The car will be very
good – like it always has been throughout the season.”
Augusto Farfus, driver No. 55 M3 GT – “This will be my first time at Road Atlanta so I
have to get to know to the circuit which is quite fast from what I have heard. It is great that
BMW already won the driver’s championship. I am looking forward to such a big race. I
hope we can have a good weekend.”
Joey Hand, driver No. 56 M3 GT – “It feels great to have two championships wrapped up
before Petit Le Mans. When we won Sebring this year I thought that this would be our
year. It took a lot of hard work and with the help of BMW Motorsport, BMW of North
America, RLL and Dunlop we are almost there. We go to Petit Le Mans to win the
Manufacturer’s championship and the Tire Manufacturer’s title. It will be great to have
Andy Priaulx back to help us try to finish the season the way we started it.”
Dirk Müller, driver No. 56 M3 GT –“I am still really excited about having won the title
in the Driver’s championship. Obviously we cannot celebrate the title yet, as the
Manufacturer’s championship is not decided. We are keen to win the prestigious race at
Road Atlanta, and we are keen to win the Manufacturers’ title for BMW, so we still are
extremely motivated. We are looking forward to Augusto’s and Andy’s support. We have a
very good car and a very strong team, so we want to achieve both targets.”
Andy Priaulx, driver No. 56 M3 GT – “I am really excited going to Petit Le Mans.
Obviously Dirk and Joey just won the Driver’s championship with BMW, so it is a very
good environment to go into. I am looking forward very much and will enjoy the race.”
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Following a test session on Wednesday, Sept. 28, practice and qualifying for the Petit Le
Mans will be held on Thursday, Sept. 29 and Friday, Sept. 30. The 1000-mile race is
scheduled to take the green flag at 11:30 a.m. ET Saturday, Oct. 1. The race will be
broadcast live on ESPN3.com and a two-hour highlights show will be broadcast on ABC
television at 4:00 p.m. ET on Sunday, Oct. 2.
About BMW Team RLL:
BMW Group In America
BMW of North America, LLC has been present in the United States since 1975. The
BMW Group in the United States has grown to include marketing, sales, and financial
service organizations for the BMW brand of motor vehicles, including motorcycles, the
MINI brand, and the Rolls-Royce brand of Motor Cars; DesignworksUSA, a strategic
design consultancy in California; a technology office in Silicon Valley and various other
operations throughout the country. BMW Manufacturing Co., LLC in South Carolina is
part of BMW Group’s global manufacturing network and is the exclusive manufacturing
plant for all X5 and X3 Sports Activity Vehicles and X6 Sports Activity Coupes. The
BMW Group sales organization is represented in the U.S. through networks of 339 BMW
passenger car and BMW Sports Activity Vehicle centers, 139 BMW motorcycle retailers,
110 MINI passenger car dealers, and 36 Rolls-Royce Motor Car dealers. BMW (US)
Holding Corp., the BMW Group’s sales headquarters for North America, is located in
Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey.
Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing
BMW’s partner, Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing, based in Hilliard, Ohio and co-owned
by three-time IndyCar Champion and 1986 Indianapolis 500 winner Bobby Rahal, Mi-Jack
co-owner Mike Lanigan and CBS LATE SHOW host David Letterman, has been
competing for nearly two decades, compiling 22 victories, 31 poles and two series
championships (1992, 2010) as well as claiming an Indianapolis 500 victory (Buddy Rice
in 2004). In 2009 the team joined BMW of North America to campaign the new BMW M3
in the American Le Mans Series and in 2010 won both the Manufacturer and Team
championships in the GT category.
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